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OUR MISSION TO THE COLORED PEOPLE 
The Rev. William H. McGlauflin, D.D., 
General Superintendent 


Universalists who cooperate in the benevolences 
of the General Convention, know something of our 
mission to the colored people. They will be glad to 
hear more of it, and the story should be of interest to 
all. More than a dozen years have passed since, 
under the inspiration of Dr. Shinn, the mission was 
organized at Suffolk, Va. From the beginning there 
has been a colored Universalist minister in charge. 
The Rev. Joseph Jordan, D.D., is the present leader. 
A convenient building was early secured, which has 
since been improved, while the grounds have been 
enlarged and filled in, making the whole property 
present a good appearance. 

Character of the Mission 

The mission has from the start been conducted 
with both religious and educational features. ‘The 
regular Sunday services include public worship and 
sermon, a Sunday school and a Young People’s Chris- 
tian Union, and these are along lines common to our 
churches generally. The school building is the meeting- 
house. Thesermons of Dr. Jordan are said to be strong 


and thoroughly loyal to our faith and Church. The 


average negro, like the average Caucasian, is pos- 

sessed of much intolerance, and Dr. Jordan is vehe- 

mently opposed, in his religious endeavor, by many 

who send their children to him for instruction during 

the week. Because of this the Sunday attendance is 

not so large as would otherwise be the case. ‘The con- 
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gregations range from twenty to fifty; Sunday school 
averages about thirty, while the Y. P. C. U., which 
includes some that might not be classed as young in 
years, has an attendance of about twenty-five. 

The educational side is a week-day school for 
teaching the common branches chiefly. ‘The course 
of my journeying Southward, took me to Suffolk, where 
I arrived unannounced. I found seventy-two pupils 
| present, the number of boys and girls being about 
equal. The instructors were Dr. Jordan, one of his 
| daughters, and Mr. J. W. Wilson. Mrs. Jordan also 

assists as needed, as does a second daughter. All of 
| these were present. It being Friday, there were special 
| exercises on. These consisted chiefly of readings, 


recitations and songs divided about equally between 
solos, quartettes and choruses. Among these was one 
| of our familiar Y. P. C. U. songs. 
| Everybody joined in these lines and with much 
| enthusiasm. An address was delivered by a colored 
young man from Jamaica, on the character of that 
| Island, its population, products, government, and the 
like. Then the school was catechised concerning 
the geography of the United States and other great 
| countries. Questions of history, biography, staple 
| productions, mineral and agricultural, and where 
| found, were next introduced. The answers were 
prompt, and, for the most part, very satisfactory. 
There are night classes for young men and boys, 





the school for the past twelve years is over fourteen 

hundred. A good percentage of those who have gone 

| out and whose business is known, are said to be useful 

| citizens. The pupils represent different forms of 

| | faith, and while it is understood by all that the teachers 
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¥ which run during the winter months. The present 
| attendance is fifteen. In addition to certain features 
| of a business school, a few of these night attendants 
are studying Greek and Latin. The total enrolment in 
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are Universalists, sectarian preferences are not inter- 
fered with. 





| Dr. Jordan and His Helpers 

@ Of the faculty, Dr. Jordan took a brief course at 
St. Lawrence University and his degree of D.D. was 
conferred in 1900 by Barretts College, North Carolina, 
a negro institution. He has gained considerable repute 
as a leader in the recent temperance campaign, by 
which Virginia assailed the saloon, and he is corre- 
spondent for several leading papers that circulate 
among his people, the most noted being The New York 
Age and The Guide and Journal of Norfolk. Mr. Wil- 
son is a native of Africa, came to America when young 
and was schooled at a Presbyterian College. To this he 
added a valuable Correspondence Course with the 
Chicago University. Mrs. Jordan and the daughters 
who teach have had fair training and impress one as 
well qualified. 

Support of the Work 
The institution has received constant support 

from our General Convention Board. Sometimes the 
amount has been a thousand dollars a year, of recent 
years less. Locally, Dr. Jordan is not paid much for 
his Sunday work, although something is received in 
the way of contributions, and he occasionally visits 
adjacent points for preaching as opportunity offers. 
Regular tuition is charged the pupils who attend the 
day school, the price being five cents a week. For the 
night school, the price ranges from twenty-five to fifty 
- cents per week, according to the studies taken. These 
sums are collected each Monday morning for the week 
then beginning. Friends of the institution scattered 
over the country, make occasional donations to the 
Mission in the way of books, maps and clothing. 
Several barrels of clothing have been received from our 
Northern churches, and Dr. Jordan pointed out to me 
a number of boys and girls who were wearing suits 
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thus recerved. It occurred to me that the donors 
would have enjoyed the sight. 
Is it Worth While? 
The question arises frequently, Is this institution 
worth while? Why not abandon this Mission and put 
the money there expended into some other field? 


| Specially why not abandon the day school and let the 
a city educate these young people out of the public 
| money? With these questions in mind, I visited the 


office of the city and County Superintendent of Schools, 
Mr. Lee Britt, and talked over the whole situation. 
He said that if our mission school should close and all 
the children there attending should apply to the 
public colored school, there would not be room to 
accommodate them. ‘To be sure the city is supposed 
to provide facilities for educating all who apply, but 
cities are often slow in responding to the need. “‘Asa 
matter of fact,’ he said, “‘many of the colored children 
remain out of school through the indifference of their 
parents. A mission school, such as yours, reaches 
them through the personal solicitation and appeal of 
those who have it in charge, while the secular authori- 
ties make no such endeavor.” Mr. Britt spoke highly 
of Dr. Jordan,pronounced his school asuccess, endorsed 
it as a need and hoped it would be continued. 

I next visited the office of the Mayor, John B. 
Norfleet. He is well acquainted with Dr. Jordan and 
knows considerable about the school. 

My investigations also included a conversation 
with the Chief of Police, Mr. John W. Brinkley, both 
of whom spoke in highest endorsement of the Univer- 

salist Mission as an important factor in promoting 
the intelligence, good order, sobriety and general 
usefulness of the negro population. 

Improving and Enlarging 

As a result of it all, I am persuaded that we have 
a most useful missionary work in Suffolk. It could be 
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improved in many ways. The city—now about 7,000 
in population, of which one-half is black—is growing 
and the school will have an increasing patronage if 
facilities are provided. There might easily develop a 
business and industrial school which would enroll 
hundreds of boys and girls. The religious work, 
although opposed, is accomplishing more than appears 
on the surface. Dr. Jordan from time to time issues 
a publication called The Colored Universalist which 
is widely circulated. He is outspoken for the faith he 
cherishes, and Professor Wilson is a recent convert. 

I bespeak for this Mission a kindly interest and a 
generous support. The query presses, Would it not 
be better, if certain of our well-to-do churches or 
individuals, that like to note results of assistance 
rendered, should assume, through our General Mission 
Board, the financial backing of this fine philanthropy 
to the colored race? 

oH =F 
ENDORSEMENT 

This letter will introduce Dr. J. F. Jordan, of 
Suffolk, Va., who is in charge of the Suffolk Manual 
Training School for Colored Children, a mission school 
of the Universalist Church. The school has been in 
operation for several years under the management of 
Dr. Jordan, and has fulfilled its mission in a way to 
meet our approval, but it is absolutely necessary, in 
order to meet the increasing demands for education, 
that the building and equipment shall be enlarged, 
and that, too, at a very early date. The amount 
needed for this extension is $6,000. 

It is believed that there are many Universalists 
who will be interested in this Southern work, and 
therefore permission has been given to Dr. Jordan by 
the Board of Trustees of the Universalist General 
Convention,to make a canvass for the needed $6,000. 
We commend him and his work to the generosity and 

6 


Harvard University - Andover-Harvard Theological Library / 011784390_HUL-METS 


| 








good will of all Universalists and people interested in 
the uplift of the colored people. 
| This letter is given Dr. Jordan by vote of the 
Board of Trustees, at their meeting in Springfield, 
| Mass., Oct. 21, 1911. 
i Lee S. McCollester, 
President Board of Trustees, 
Universalist General Convention. 


=j 


| 
) 
} 





Harvard University - Andover-Harvard Theological Library / 011784390_HUL-METS 


Harvard University - Andover-Harvard Theological Library / 011784390_HUL-METS 


s 
> 
a 
° 
tt 
= 
") 
"Oo 
Q 
= 
= | 
wn 
ba 
= 
A= 
ru 
hes 
ee 
"S 
= 
hea 
O 
2. 
a 
= 
"S 
w) 
= 
@ 
= 
= 
= 
rab 
c.. 
el 
foe 
0 
bo 
£ 
a 
5 
aa 
c3 
v 
Z. 
a i 
Y 
of 
3 
QO, 
° 
te 
A. 





